
Sermon Summary

9
th

 after Pentecost

14
th 

August 2011

• Romans 9-11 is  a difficult section in which  Paul engages with the vexed 

question of Israel’s role in the plan of salvation for the world

• It finishes, in chapter 11, with the parable of the olive tree, in which the 

trunk represents Judaic tradition, grafted branches from the wild olives 

non- Christians, and the broken branches, Israelites who do not believe in 

Jesus.

• Paul here quells any possibility of anti-Semitism: the trunk is of vital 

importance.

• The grafted branches are counselled against pride. Wild olives do not of 

themselves bear fruit and need to be grafted onto the trunk for this to 

happen.

• What might this mean? It surely is not about language or ethnicity.

• Let us consider the way in which religion and religious faith operated in the 

Graeco-Roman world. Religion and behaviour were compartmentalised. In 

a number of Graeco-Roman traditions, ethics and behaviour had no 

bearing on salvation. Nor did   religions, deities or philosophical beliefs 

demand an exclusive claim on the loyalty of the believer. Perhaps the lack 

of fruit of the non-Jewish branches starts here: there is a lack of focus, of 

intention, and even of action.

• Compare this to   the response to God offered by practising Jews, whose 

commitment is whole-hearted and all-embracing. Every action in daily life 

is to be accompanied by a remembrance of God. Here there is a complete 

focus, a decision to be intentional and a demand for right behaviour.

• Maybe Paul is asking his non-Jewish readers to align themselves with 

focus and intentionality of this type.

• It is a message we do well to ponder. In our contemporary strategies we 

can look on church as entertainment, and sit lightly to demands which a 

response to God’s love entails because it might seem to hard.

• There is, however, a need for us to remember that   a response to God 

demands a disciplined and focussed response, and is meant to be 

sacrificial.

• We can do worse than explore the traditional disciplines of Christian 

discipleship: prayer, fasting, almsgiving and the like, not as a means of 

salvation, but as a means of making a committed response to God’s love.

• Consider Richard Foster’s A Celebration of Discipline as a means of 

examining the value of traditional spiritual disciplines as our response to 

God.
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